New locality records for third-stage larvae of Anisakis simplex (sensu lato) (Nematoda: Ascaridoidea) in euphausiids Euphausia pacifica and Thysanoessa raschii from Prince William Sound, Alaska.
Five euphausiid species (n=41,037) were collected in October 1997 from Prince William Sound, Alaska, and examined for parasites. New locality records are claimed for third-stage larvae (L3) of whaleworm Anisakis simplex (sensu lato) in two (0.019%) of 10,437 Thysanoessa raschii, and in one (0.013%) of 7,443 Euphausia pacifica. The L3 were about 19.5, 21.3 and 30.5 mm long. L3 were absent from 8,026 T. inermis, 10,302 T. longipes and 4,829 T. spinifera collected at the same time, and from 6,648 euphausiids representing the five species collected in July 1998. No individual harboured more than one parasite-a whaleworm L3, the ellobiopsid Thalassomyces fagei, a trypanorhynchid (tetrarhynchid) cestode (probably Nybelinia sp.), or a possible rhizocephalan. Controversy regarding the number of moults that occur in the egg of marine ascaridoids is discussed briefly.